
Lillian Ruth Best
November 7, 1937 - October 5, 2024

Lillian Ruth Best, 86, of Graceville, Florida formerly of the Greater
Philadelphia area, was called home to be with her Lord and Savior on
Saturday, October 5, 2024. 

She was born one of six children to Isaac Henry and Hattie Vera (Kirkland)
Ezell on November 7, 1937, in Ariton, Alabama. She spent many of her
formative years with her sisters and brothers working in the cotton fields of
northwest Florida and southeast Alabama. She started working as a teenager
in the food service industry as a waitress at the Circle Grill in Graceville. She
married early in life and had a daughter, Deborah. She moved to the
Philadelphia area married again and had four sons: Anthony, Joseph,
Gregory, and Jeffery. She raised her family in the Greater Philadelphia area.
Working in the food service industry, volunteering in many capacities,
including feeding the homeless and taking care of the elderly. She was an
integral part of the Compassionate Ministries at the Collingdale Church of the
Nazarene. She retired from the Strawbridge & Clothier as a Food Service
Manager. She moved back to the Graceville area to help care for her mother.
She fell in love with James Best and the two married in June of 2011. She is a
member of the Bethel Baptist Church in Graceville. She became the
grandmother to sixteen and great grandmother to thirty-two and a great-great
grandmother to one. 



In addition to her parents, Lillian was predeceased by her siblings: Evelyn
Helen (Ezell) McCallister, Willie Jean (Ezell) McCallister, Kenneth Junior Ezell
and Robert Hicks; her sons: Anthony and Gregory Salvatore; her
grandchildren: Christopher Michael and Michael Christopher. 

Lillian Ruth is survived by her husband, James Best, her sister Margaret Ann
Chancey, and her children Deborah (Leon) Flowers, Joseph (Ramona)
Bucolo, and Jeffery (Michelle) Bucolo. Her grandchildren Nicole, Renee, Tara,
Danny, Sharon, Anthony, Michelle, Katelyn, Joseph, Cheree, Joshua,
Amanda, Audrie, Ashley, her great grandchildren, and great-great grandchild. 

Funeral services will be 10 AM, Thursday, October 17, 2024, at the Chapel of
James & Lipford Funeral Home in Graceville, Florida. Burial will follow in
Bethel Baptist Church cemetery with James & Lipford Funeral Home directing.

The family will receive friends from 5 PM to 7 PM on Wednesday, October 16,
2024, at the funeral home.



Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 16. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

James & Lipford Funeral Home 
5390 Cotton Street
Graceville, FL 32440
(850) 263-3238
https://www.jamesandlipford.com

Funeral Service

OCT 17. 10:00 AM (CT)

James & Lipford Funeral Home 
5390 Cotton Street
Graceville, FL 32440
(850) 263-3238
https://www.jamesandlipford.com

https://www.jamesandlipford.com/
https://www.jamesandlipford.com/
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Sherry Elmore Maynard - October 16, 2024 at 10:56 PM

Sherry Elmore Maynard sent a virtual gift in
memory of Lillian Best

Cathy and Jimmy Mathis - October 12, 2024 at 08:08 AM

Cathy and Jimmy Mathis sent a virtual gift in
memory of Lillian Best

Cathy and Jimmy Mathis - October 11, 2024 at 06:42 PM

Aunt Ruth is one of the most beautiful wisest
woman .I GOT TO B ONE OF HER NIECES
CATHY MATHIS WHOM I NO SHE LOVED
DEEPLY.I OR WE ALL LOVE HER SO VERY
MUCH ..THEIR R SO MANY BEAUTIFUL
MEMORIES WE HAVE WITH MY AUNT RUTH .HER CHILDREN
.OUR FIRST COUSINS WE WILL ALWAYS HOLD DEAR TO OUR
HEARTS .WE R HONNA MISS U AUNT RUTH.GROWIN UP MY
MOTHER JEAN McCALLISTER would always tell me I was so
much like my beautiful AUNT. Our prayers hugs love for all her big
beautiful. Family she loved so much .Please give my mom whom
we lost Sept 2023 hugs and love up in heaven. We love uall so
muches



KT

kevin turner - October 11, 2024 at 04:03 PM

My wife and I did not know Ruth, but we got to know her youngest
son Jeff She raised a wonderful son that we got to know through
Church and is like a brother to us. We give Our thoughts and
prayers to the family


